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Note from Pastor Kevin Lea follows this article. 

JERUSALEM – The replacement tomorrow in the Al Aqsa Mosque of 
a key podium transported with the coordination of Israeli security 
forces is "proof" the Temple Mount belongs only to Muslims and will 
never be returned to Jewish sovereignty, according to the leader of 
the Wafq – the Muslim custodians of the Temple Mount.  

"This historic occasion proves that the extremist Jews will never 
achieve their goals of taking over the [Temple Mount.] It shows that 
we are much closer to liberating the Al Aqsa Mosque and Jerusalem 
from Israeli occupation," said Waqf chief Adnan Husseini.  

http://worldnetdaily.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=54041


 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem 

At a ceremony in the Al Aqsa Mosque, the podium is set to be 
unveiled and installed at the "exact spot" Waqf officials state the 
prophet Muhammad went up to heaven to receive revelations from 
Allah. The podium will be used by Al Aqsa preachers to deliver 
sermons.  

The new stand replaces a 1,000-year-old podium believed to have 
been shipped to Jerusalem by the Islamic conqueror Saladin. That 
stand was destroyed in 1969, when an Australian tourist set fire to 
the Al Aqsa Mosque.  

The replacement stand, a near replica of the original, was funded by 
the Jordanian and Saudi governments. It took craftsmen four years to 
construct. The podium's nearly assembled parts were shipped to 
Waqf offices on the Temple Mount earlier this month with help from 
the Israeli police, and will be installed at the center of the Al Aqsa 
Mosque tomorrow.  

According to a Waqf official speaking to WND, the theme for 
tomorrow's installation ceremony will focus on exclusive Islamic 
domination of the Temple Mount.  

"The official reason for the ceremony is to mark the installation, but 
unofficially it will be a celebration that this podium is proof we are 



the rightful owners of the Haram al-Sharif (Temple Mount). This 
podium solidifies our eternal presence here," the Waqf official said.  

Al Aqsa Mosque built by angels?  

The Temple Mount is the holiest site in Judaism. Muslims say it is 
their third holiest site.  

The First Jewish Temple was built by King Solomon in the 10th 
century B.C. It was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. The 
Second Temple was rebuilt in 515 B.C. after Jerusalem was freed from 
Babylonian captivity. That temple was destroyed by the Roman 
Empire in A.D. 70. Each temple stood for a period of about four 
centuries.  

The Jewish Temple was the center of religious Jewish worship. It 
housed the Holy of Holies, which contained the Ark of the Covenant 
and was said to be the area upon which God's "presence" dwelt. The 
Al Aqsa Mosque now resides on the site.  

The temple served as the primary location for the offering of 
sacrifices and was the main gathering place in Israel during Jewish 
holidays.  

The Temple Mount compound has remained a focal point for Jewish 
services over the millennia. Prayers for a return to Jerusalem have 
been uttered by Jews since the Second Temple was destroyed, 
according to Jewish tradition. Jews worldwide pray facing toward the 
Western Wall, a portion of an outer courtyard of the Temple left 
intact.  

The Al Aqsa Mosque was constructed around 709 to serve as a shrine 
near another shrine, the Dome of the Rock, which was built by an 
Islamic caliph. Al Aqsa was meant to mark what Muslims came to 
believe Muhammad, the founder of Islam, ascended to heaven.  

Jerusalem is not mentioned in the Quran. Islamic tradition states 
Mohammed took a journey in a single night from "a sacred mosque" 
– believed to be in Mecca in southern Saudi Arabia – to "the farthest 
mosque" and from a rock there ascended to heaven. The farthest 
mosque later became associated with Jerusalem.  

Most Waqf officials deny the Jewish temples ever existed in spite of 



what many call overwhelming archaeological evidence, including the 
discovery of Temple-era artifacts linked to worship, tunnels that 
snake under the Temple Mount and over 100 ritual immersion pools 
believed to have been used by Jewish priests to cleanse themselves 
before services. The cleansing process is detailed in the Torah.  

According to the website of the Palestinian Authority's Office for 
Religious Affairs, the Temple Mount is Muslim property. The site 
claims the Western Wall, which it refers to as the Al-Boraq Wall, 
previously was a docking station for horses. It states Muhammed tied 
his horse, named Boraq, to the wall before ascending to heaven.  

In an interview with WND, Kamal Hatib, vice-chairman of the 
Islamic Movement, which will take part in the podium installation 
ceremonies, claimed the Al-Aqsa Mosque was built by angels, and 
that a Jewish Temple may have existed, but not in Jerusalem. The 
Movement, which works closely with the Waqf, is the Muslim group 
in Israel most identified with the Temple Mount.  

"When the First Temple was built by Solomon – God bless him – Al 
Aqsa was already built. We don't believe that a prophet like Solomon 
would have built the Temple at a place where a mosque existed," said 
Hatib.  

"And all the historical and archaeological facts deny any relation 
between the temples and the location of Al Aqsa. We must know that 
Jerusalem was occupied and that people left many things, coins and 
other things everywhere. This does not mean in any way that there is 
a link between the people who left these things and the place where 
these things were left," Hatib said.  

Al Aqsa official to WND: Jewish Temples existed  

Last June, in a widely circulated WND interview, a former senior 
leader of the Waqf contradicted his colleagues, saying he has come to 
believe the first and second Jewish Temples existed and stood at the 
current location of the Al Aqsa Mosque.  

The leader, who was dismissed from his Waqf position after he 
quietly made his beliefs known, said Al Aqsa custodians passed 
down stories for centuries from generation to generation indicating 
the mosque was built at the site of the former Jewish temples.  



He said the Muslim world's widespread denial of the existence of the 
Jewish temples is political in nature and is not rooted in facts.  

"Prophet Solomon built his famous Temple at the same place that 
later the Al Aqsa Mosque was built. It cannot be a coincidence that 
these different holy sites were built at the same place. The Jewish 
Temple Mount existed," said the former senior Waqf leader, speaking 
to WorldNetDaily from an apartment in an obscure alley in 
Jerusalem's Old City.  

The former leader, who is well known to Al Aqsa scholars and Waqf 
officials, spoke on condition his name be withheld, claiming an on-
the-record interview would endanger his life.  

He told WND "true" Islamic tradition relates the Jewish temples once 
stood at the site of the Al Aqsa Mosque.  

"[The existence of the Jewish Temple at the site is obvious] according 
to studies, researches and archaeological signs that we were also 
exposed to. But especially according to the history that passed from 
one generation to another – we believe Al Aqsa was built on the same 
place were the Temple of the Jews – the first monotheistic religion – 
existed."  

He cited samples of some stories he said were related orally by 
Islamic leaders:  

"We learned that the Christians, especially those who believed that 
Jesus was crucified by the Jews, used to throw their garbage at the 
Temple Mount site. They used to throw the pieces of cotton and other 
material Christian women used in cleaning the blood of their 
monthly cycle. Doing so they believed that they were humiliating, 
insulting and harming the Jews at their holiest site. This way they are 
hurting them like Jews hurt Christians when crucifying Jesus.  

"It is known also that most of the first guards of Al Aqsa when it was 
built were Jews. The Muslims knew at that time that they could not 
find any more loyal and faithful than the Jews to guard the mosque 
and its compound. They knew that the Jews have a special relation 
with this place."  

Temple Mount: No-prayer zone  



Currently, even though the Jewish state controls Jerusalem, the Waqf 
serve as the custodians of the Temple Mount under a deal made with 
the Israeli government that restricts non-Muslim prayer at the site.  

The Temple Mount was opened to the general public until September 
2000, when the Palestinians started their intifada by throwing stones 
at Jewish worshipers after then-candidate for prime minister Ariel 
Sharon visited the area.  

Following the onset of violence, the new Sharon government closed 
the Mount to non-Muslims, using checkpoints to control all 
pedestrian traffic for fear of further clashes with the Palestinians.  

The Temple Mount was reopened to non-Muslims in August 2003. It 
still is open but only Sundays through Thursdays, 7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m., and not on any Christian, Jewish or 
Muslim holidays or other days considered "sensitive" by the Waqf.  

During "open" days, Jews and Christian are allowed to ascend the 
Mount, usually through organized tours and only if they conform 
first to a strict set of guidelines, which includes demands that they 
not pray or bring any "holy objects" to the site. Visitors are banned 
from entering any of the mosques without direct Waqf permission. 
Rules are enforced by Waqf agents, who watch tours closely and alert 
nearby Israeli police to any breaking of their guidelines.  

Note from Pastor Kevin Lea:  If the Muslims are successful in keeping the 
Jews from ever regaining sovereignty over the Temple Mount, and therefore 
unable to build a third Jewish temple, then the Bible is not the truth. 
 
In our study through the book of Revelation, we pointed out that New and 
Old Testament prophecies require that the Jews build another temple on the 
Jerusalem temple mount.  It is this third Jewish temple that will be defiled by 
the future Antichrist when he enters it to declare that he is the true god that 
must be worshiped by all (Daniel 12:11, Matthew 24:15, 2 Thessalonians 
2:4).   
 
Obviously, any attempt by the Jews to build this temple today would result in 
major conflict in the Middle East, if not WWIII.  Therefore, there must be a 
major change in the geopolitical situation in order for the Biblical 
prophesies to be fulfilled, and that change may very well come in the form of 
other Biblical prophesies pertaining to wars between the Jews and their 
neighbors being fulfilled. 
 



 
The following are links to Bible studies pertaining to the Jewish Temple and 
coming wars. 

Revelation 10:1-11:3 (1/14/07) - Rebuilding of the Jewish Temple – Part 1 

 

Revelation 11:3-19 (1/28/07) - Rebuilding of the Jewish Temple – Part 2 

 

On New Years Day, 2006, our Sunday morning service was a prophecy 
update teaching on how Psalm 83 and Isaiah 17 could see their fulfillment 
this year (Click here to listen to the study titled “Psalms 83 and Isaiah 17 
(1/1/06)” in our topical MP3 sermon archives).    

 

In a study given by pastor Kevin on October 22, 2003, we went verse by 
verse through Isaiah 17 explaining how the coming war between Israel and 
Syria would result in the total destruction of Damascus (and other cities) as 
well as a severe blow being dealt to the nation of Israel (Click here to listen 
to the study titled “prophecy update series 1” in our topical MP3 sermon 
archives ). 

 

In a study given by pastor Kevin on October 29, 2003, we went verse by 
verse through Ezekiel 38 and 39 explaining how Israel would be invaded by 
some nations during a time where Israel cannot defend itself.  In this case, 
God destroys the invading armies.  Click here to listen to the study titled 
“Prophecy update series 2” in our topical MP3 sermon archives for an in 
depth study on the coming invasion of Israel by Russia, Iran, Turkey, Libya, 
Sudan/Ethiopia 
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